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Write a poem about 
your home. Try a 

haiku, acrostic, or 
limerick!

Get out of your 
house and read
a chapter out
“in the wild” 

together! 

Get your whole 
family to read 

together in your 
pajamas!

Design a new cover
for the book.

Make bookmarks
together!

bit.ly/diybmarx

Build a reading
fort together!

bit.ly/readfort

Make a list of new 
words you discover 

while reading 
together and learn 
their definitions.

Share a picture of
your family reading 
with @readtothem.

Write a book review 
of A Boy Called Bat 
for your teacher or 

school librarian.

Use the Connection 
Guide to contact the 

author and let her 
know you’re reading 

A Boy Called Bat!

Learn 3 new facts 
about skunks.

Draw a picture of 
your eyes using just 

the right colors –
look carefully!

Write a letter to 
one of the 

characters in
the book.

Draw a map of your 
room showing 

where you like to 
keep your stuff.

Write a letter to 
your teacher asking 
for a classroom pet 

like Babycakes.

Hot Seat!
Pretend to be a 
character from

the book and
let someone 

interview you.

Try some yoga 
poses like butterfly, 
tree, or downward 

facing dog. 

Create a scrapbook 
page profile of one 
of the characters 

from the book.

Find a picture book 
about veterinarians 
at your local public 

library.

Learn about the 
saw-whet owl at 

allaboutbirds.org.

Play charades!
Reenact a scene 
from the book 
without using 

words.

Find a quote in the 
book that’s worth 

sharing. Put it on a 
banner, poster, or 

t-shirt!

Try out one of the 
activities in the

Family Fun Packet.

Check out the 
Digital Resource Hub 











Connect with Read to Them
Hashtags: #ReadtoThem, #1School1Book, #1District1Book

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, & Pinterest: @readtothem
Email: programs@readtothem.org

Website: https://www.readtothem.org/

Connect with the publisher, Walden Pond Press
Twitter: @HarperChildrens

Instagram: @HarperKids
Facebook: @HarperKidsBooks

Website: www.walden.com/books

Connect with author Elana K. Arnold
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @ElanaKArnold

Website: www.ElanaKArnold.com

Connect with illustrator Charles Santoso
Twitter: @minitreehouse

Instagram: @charlessantoso
Website: www.charlessantoso.com



Other books by Elana K. Arnold:
• Bat and the Waiting Game (sequel)
• Far from Fair
• The House That Wasn’t There
• An Ordinary Day
• The Question of Miracles
• The Starla Jean series

Picture books with similar themes:
• The Old Man and the Penguin – Julie Abery
• Wild Animal Rehabilitation – Jessie Alkire
• Ivan: A Gorilla’s True Story – Katherine Applegate
• The Skunk – Mac Barnett
• Melvin and the Boy – Lauren Castillo
• Skunks! – David T. Greenberg
• Borrowing Bunnies – Cynthia Lord
• A Boy and a Jaguar – Alan Rabinowitz

If you loved A Boy Called Bat, here are some other books your family might enjoy reading together…

Novels with similar themes:
• The Space We’re In – Katya Balen
• Monster and Boy – Hannah Barnaby
• Saving Winslow – Sharon Creech
• The Lemonade War – Jacqueline Davies
• We Could Be Heroes – Margaret Finnegan
• There’s an Owl in the Shower – Jean Craighead George
• Olga and the Smelly Thing form Nowhere – Elise Gravel
• The Categorical Universe of Candice Phee – Barry Jonsberg
• Skunked! – Jacqueline Kelly
• Because of the Rabbit – Cynthia Lord
• Rain Reign – Ann M. Martin
• Lulu and the Duck in the Park – Hilary McKay
• Juana & Lucas – Juana Medina
• Rascal – Sterling North
• The True Story of Stellina – Matteo Pericoli
• Badir and the Beaver – Shannon Stewart


